
Easter Means God Forgives Us 
 

With Buzz, your children are learning that ñGod is forgiving.ò Thatôs 

the exciting message we celebrate at Easter, remembering how Je-

sus died for our sins and rose again. Best of all, the Easter message 

brings joy and forgiveness into our lives all year long. 

 

Easter is the perfect time to help chil-

dren know that Jesus is more than a 

long-ago historical figure. Heôs alive 

and always with usðand he always 

wants to forgive us. Heôs the best 

friend weôll ever have. 

 

Here are some ideas for sharing the 

message that Jesus is our foreverð

and forever-forgivingðfriend: 

 

  Talk to children about their friends. Have kids talk about their 

own playmates and buddies. Ask about their traits and why each 

friend is important to them. For older children, talk about the friends 

Jesus had during his life on earth and what he did for each of them. 

 

Brainstorm the qualities of good friends. Ask children what 

good friends do and how they act. Discuss what makes someone 

your best friend. Ask older children what theyôre willingðand unwill-

ingðto do for their friends. 

 

Share the good news that Jesus is the perfect friend. Kids 

learn pretty early that friends can let them down. Remind your chil-

dren that Godôs Son, Jesus, loves them so much that he died for 

them. Heôll never leave them or disappoint them. Because Jesus 

came back to life, we can have a ñforever friendshipò with him on 

earth and in heaven.  

_____________________________________________ 

 

Families and Faith 

Almost two-thirds (64%) of parents said theyôve grown more reli-

gious since having children, according to a recent Parents  magazine 

poll. More than half (57%) said they attend worship more than once 

a week. And 90% said they regularly talk with their children ñabout 

God or a higher power.ò When parents were asked about the chal-

lenges of raising spiritual kids, their top two answers were societyôs 

lack of support for religious values (33%) and busy schedules 

(24%).  

Ask God: 

1. That God will reveal his That 

God will fill your Easter cele-

bration with joy and love. 

2. That God will help you share 

the Easter message of forgive-

ness with your kids. 

3. That your children will have a 

growing friendship with God.  

Parenting Insights 

Note these developmental factors 

as you talk to kids about Easter. 

 

Ages 3 to 5 

Young children wonôt understand 

deathôs finality, so focus on the 

fact that Jesus is alive. Re-enact 

the Easter story with puppets, or 

have children tell the story. Pray 

to and praise Jesus throughout 

your daily activities.  

 

Ages 6 to 8 

Kids this age are amazed that the 

worldôs Creator wants to be their 

friend. Believing in Jesusô resur-

rection is an exciting challenge to 

their young faith. Help children 

look at Jesusô cross as a symbol 

of Godôs great love. 

 

Ages 9 to 12 

Older children accept Jesusô cruci-

fixion in all its reality and pain. 

Speak openly about Jesusô death 

and concentrate on how God deals 

with sin. Emphasize that we are 

the winners on Easter because of 

Jesusô resurrection.  
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ñThere is no greater love 

than to lay down oneôs life 

for oneôs friends. You are 

my friends if you do what I 

command.ò 

John 15:13-14 
 

Jesusô death on the cross was 

the ultimate demonstration of 

love and friendship. He hand-

picked each of us to be his 

friends by giving up his lifeð

and then conquering death. 

______________ 

Teachable Moments 

 

1. Signs of SpringðUse the 

wonders of Godôs creation 

to introduce children to the 

Easter story. When you see 

blooming flowers and bud-

ding trees, talk about how 

God makes natureðand 

peopleðcome alive again 

(see Revelation 21:5). For 

older children, compare a 

butterflyôs emergence from 

its cocoon to Jesusô resur-

rection from the tomb. 

 

2. Tradition TimeðTie in the 

Easter message to your 

familyôs traditions. During 

an egg hunt, for example, 

talk about how Jesus is al-

ways looking for usðand 

looking out for us (see Luke 

19:10). 

 

3. Stay in TouchðFriends like 

to talk to each other as of-

ten as they can. By praying, 

we can keep in constant 

contact with God. Say sim-

ple prayers with your chil-

Make sure your children know the real significance of Easter by 

starting a conversation about the holiday. Ask: 

 

1. Why is Easter so exciting? What do you look forward to the most, 

and why? 

2. What happened on the first Easter? What would it have been like 

to see the empty tomb that morning? 

3. Why did Jesus die for us? How does it feel to know that God for-

gives all your sins because of what Jesus did? 

4. Why is Jesus such a good friend? What are some ways we can 

grow our friendship with Jesus? 

Family Experience: Focus on Forgiveness 
 

Remember Godôs gift of forgivenessðand how he has made 

us his friendsðby enjoying these memorable activities to-

gether. 

 

¶ A Pure HeartðServe a salty snack such as pretzels. When peo-

ple ask for a drink, display a bottle of very dirty water. Ask who 

would like a drink. Say: ñThat little bit of dirt wonôt hurt. I'll just 

add some clean water and thatôll make everything okay.ò Pour a 

little clean water into the dirty bottle and ask if that helped. Say: 

ñOur hearts can sometimes be like this water bottle. When we sin 

or do bad things, our hearts get dirty.ò Read aloud Psalm 51:10. 

Ask: ñWhat can you do when your heart gets dirty with sin? What 

happens to our hearts when Jesus forgives us?ò Say: ñWhite is a 

special color at Easter time because it shows how Jesus makes 

our hearts clean.ò Close by serving fresh, clean water. 

 

¶ Friendship EggsðAs you color 

Easter eggs, affirm the friend-

ships among your family mem-

bers. Prepare several dozen hard

-boiled eggs. Cover a table with 

newspaper, and set out crayons, 

spoons, and bowls of egg dye. 

Give each person an egg. Have 

everyone use crayons to write 

on the egg the name of the per-

son to their right. (Assist younger children.) Encourage people to 

write or draw something they appreciate about that person. Take 

turns dipping eggs into the dye. Then share what you each wrote 

and why. Continue writing affirmations and coloring eggs so eve-

ryone has a pile of eggsðand friendship reminders. Close in 

prayer, thanking Jesus for being our very best friend.  



This page is designed to help educate parents and isnôt meant to endorse any movie, music, or product. 

Our prayer is that youôll make informed decisions about what your children watch, listen to, and wear.  

Whatôs Playing at the Movies 
 

Movie: Diary of a Wimpy Kid  

Genre: Live-action/animated comedy 

Rating: PG (for some rude humor and language) 

Cast: Zachary Gordon, Chloe Moretz, Devon Bostick 

Synopsis: This film is based on the first book of Jeff 

Kinneyôs popular ñnovel-in-cartoonò fiction series. It fea-

tures the adventures of Greg, an awkward kid trying to 

survive middle school. Greg faces teasing from bullies and 

embarrassment from his friends and parents. One charac-

ter calls middle school an ñintellectual wasteland.ò 

Discussion Questions: For you, what are the funnest and toughest 

parts of school, and why? Where do you fit in as part of your schoolôs so-

cial scene? What makes you feel either wimpy or strong? Read aloud 

Ephesians 6:10. How does God give you strength to face each day? 
 

 
 

What Music Is Releasing 
 

Artist: Pocket Full of Rocks 

Album: More Than Noise  

Artist Info: This band has been creating praise music 

together for 16 years. They got their start by leading 

worship at their Texas church and got their big break 

when Michael W. Smith used their song ñLet It Rainò on 

his 2001 album. 

Summary: More Than Noise has a more aggressive 

sound than the bandôs previous two albums. ñAlive,ò the first single, is 

already climbing the Christian radio charts. In it, the band sings: ñEvery 

day I find your mercy new. And every moment that I spend with you, I 

am overwhelmed by grace I canôt keep to myself.ò 

Discussion Questions: How does having a relationship with God make 

you feel? Whatôs the most amazing part of being a Christian? Read aloud 

1 Corinthians 9:16. Why is it hard to keep Godôs good news to yourself? 

How often do you share your faith with others, and why? 
 
 

What Games Are Out  

Culture & Trends 

Whatôs happening right 

now that may affect your 

children and family: 

 

¶ New ñsocial mappingò 

apps such as Loopt, four-

square, and Gowalla 

track usersô movements 

and alert them to othersô 

whereabouts. Safety ex-

perts warn that these 

apps arenôt for kids. 

 

¶ More kid-friendly elec-

tronic devices are on toy 

shelves, including digital 

scrapbooking kits, e-

reading devices, and tod-

dler-themed remote con-

trol items. 

______________ 

Quick Stats 

¶ 30% of preteens say they 

often worry about their 

familyôs financial difficul-

ties. 
(USA Today)  

 

¶ Parents who are devoted 

to volunteerism and at-

tend weekly worship with 

their children are corre-

lated with having teens 

who are 40% less likely 

to be sexually active 

compared to the national 

average. 

RATINGS: EC=Early Childhood, E=Everyone (ages 6+), E10+ (ages 10+), T=Teen (ages 13+)  

Title Content 
Rating  

& Platform 

The Daring Game 
for Girls  

To earn gear, players face challenges rang-
ing from freeze tag and jump rope to spy 

games and cave exploring. 
  

E; Wii, Nintendo DS 

Touchmaster 3  
Twenty new games include card games, puz-

zles, word games, and strategy contests. 
Involves some poker-related strategy. 

E; Nintendo DS 

Supreme Com-
mander 2  

In this real-time war-strategy game, players 
customize armies and machines for battle. 

Contains cartoon violence. 
E10; Xbox 360, PC 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

        1 2 3 

              

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

He is Risen! 

He is Risen 

Indeed!!! 

            

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

              

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

             Shanty Town 

(7th-12th 

grade) 

Benefit for 

Habitat for 

Humanity 

25 26 27 28 29 30   

             

Upcoming Dates to Remember:  
Confirmation Day: Sunday, May 2, 2010  
Motherõs Day: Sunday, May 9, 2010 
Last Day of Sunday School: Sunday, May 23, 2010  

Christian Radio  
Did you know that we have two different Christian radio sta-
tions in the Manitowoc -Two Rivers area? 
WEMY 95.5 FM  and WORQ 90.1 FM If you are looking for more 
positive music for you and your family tune in!  

Be informed, not surprised!  
Plugged In Online  is a Focus on the Family publication designed to shine a light 
on the world of popular entertainment while giving families the essential tools 
they need to understand, navigate and impact the culture in which they live. 
Find extensive movie, music, TV, video game reviews at: www.pluggedin.com    

VBS 2010 
August 2-6, 2010  


