EVENING PRAYER
New Year’s Eve
December 31, 2024

Service of Light

Stand

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
the light no darkness can overcome.

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
and the day is almost over.

Let Your light scatter the darkness
and illumine Your Church.

Phos Hilaron LSB 244
Joyous light of glory:
of the immortal Father;
heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ.
We have come to the setting of the sun,
and we look to the evening light.
We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
You are worthy of being praised
with pure voices forever.
O Son of God, O Giver of life:
the universe proclaims Your glory.

Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245
Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people
Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our
darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a
light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation and
we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Psalmody

Psalm 141 245
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O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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@  Set a watch be-fore mymouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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let me not be oc-cu-pied in wick-ed-ness with e-vil - do-ers.
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your
praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify
You forever.

Amen.

Sit
Hymn: 899 Across the Sky the Shades of Night

Readings

Reading Isaiah 30:15-17
A reading from Isaiah, chapter 30.

®For thus said the Lord Gob, the Holy One of Israel,
“In returning and rest you shall be saved;

in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.”
But you were unwilling, *%and you said,
“No! We will flee upon horses”;

therefore you shall flee away;
and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”;

therefore your pursuers shall be swift.
17A thousand shall flee at the threat of one;



at the threat of five you shall flee,

till you are left
like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain,
like a signal on a hill.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading Romans 8:31b—39
A reading from Romans, chapter 8.

If God is for us, who can be against us? 3?He who did not spare his own Son but
gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?
33Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. **Who is
to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 3*Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? %*As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

3"No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
3For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present
nor things to come, nor powers, *°nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading Luke 12:35-40
A reading from Luke, chapter 12.

$[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, %®and be like
men who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that
they may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. *'Blessed are
those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, | say to you, he
will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and
serve them. ®If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake,
blessed are those servants! *°*But know this, that if the master of the house had
known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be



broken into. “°You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you
do not expect.”

Sermon

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Canticle

Stand

Magnificat: 935 Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024

Offering: Offerings may be placed in the wooden box at the back of the
Sanctuary.

Prayer

Litany
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LSB 249
In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all
servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government
and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every
good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.




For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and
every place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation,

those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from

the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for

peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the

Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For ... [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the

Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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The prayers then continue:

For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks
to the Lord:
Alleluia.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Silence for individual prayer may follow.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one
another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
To You, O Lord.

Collect for Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works,
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from
the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.



Lord’s Prayer LSB 251
Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 252
Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
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Benediction LSB 252
P} The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the -}~ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve you.
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A - men.
Sit

Closing Hymn: 896 Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year
Text: Cithara Sanctorum, 1636, Levoca; tr. Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008, alt.
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110005675
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